
September 1, 2016

Dear Archives Advocate,

We’d like to a take a moment to tell you about some of the exciting things the Delaware Valley 
Archivists’ Group is up to, and to let you know about a new opportunity to help us grow. 

About the Delaware Valley Archivists Group
Founded in 1980, the Delaware Valley Archivists Group (DVAG) is a vital organization for archivists 
and librarians in the region to exchange ideas and host workshops. We promote outreach through a 
nationally recognized Archives Month Philly program. We hold quarterly meetings which vary in 
format and subject, but always aim to be educational and provide an opportunity for archivists to 
exchange ideas. Additionally, we hold periodic, informal presentation-style meetups, specifically 
designed to help area archivists share ongoing projects and accomplishments. 

These programs and services make DVAG one of the most dynamic, active, and exciting archives-
centered organizations in the country. To see what we’re up to, visit our website at 
http://delawarevalleyarchivists.org/.

But More is Needed
We’re proud of what we have been able to accomplish. It speaks to the enthusiasm and commitment of 
area professionals. It’s even more amazing when you consider how little money DVAG takes in. 
Currently all of our funding comes through modest individual member dues of $12 per year.

The archives profession is ever changing. Our organization is in a unique position to serve the 
archivists in our region -- those new to the field, as well as those who are striving to stay current in a 
swiftly-changing professional landscape. There are more ways now than ever before to communicate 
and keep up with new standards and expectations. But nothing compares to being part of a thriving 
local community.

Introducing Supporting Memberships
Beginning in 2017/2018 DVAG will invite institutions to become Supporting Partners of DVAG. 
Funds donated by Supporting Partners will allow the DVAG PC to plan an additional event each year, 
more ambitious and larger-scale than our typical meetings, that will benefit the entire local archival 
community. Supporting Partners will be recognized on the DVAG website and all advertisements for 
the event, will also receive an annual accounting of Supporting Partners funds.
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The types of programming the DVAG Planning Committee could implement with increased support 
might include:

• Local instances of workshops or webinars from the Society of American Archivists
• The ability to bring software experts to town
• Honoraria and travel expenses for out of town speakers
• Day-long seminars or conferences

The DVAG PC has already contacted more than a dozen local institutions to gauge likely interest in the 
Supporting Partner option, and has discovered broad-based enthusiasm for the possibility. 

Planning for the Future
In recognition of the careful planning that goes into departmental budgets, the working group focused 
on the Supporting Partner option has recommended that it be launched in one year’s time. From June to 
December of 2017, the DVAG PC will solicit institutions to become Supporting Partners of DVAG by 
making a contribution to the program at the following suggested levels:

• Supporting Partner at the File Level: $250/year
• Supporting Partner at the Series Level: $500/year
• Supporting Partner at the Collection Level: $1,000/year

The DVAG Programming Committee will tally the contributions, and depending on the amount 
received, plan the first Supporting Partner Event to take place in the 2018 calendar year.

As you begin to plan your budget for the 2017/2018 fiscal year, we urge you to invest in professional 
development, invest in community, and invest in DVAG by planning to become a Supporting Partner. If 
multiple institutions pool our resources in this way, we can bring first-class professional development 
opportunities to Philadelphia, benefiting the entire local archival community. A community that 
includes potential future staff of your institution, potential collaborators and consultants on your 
projects, and allies in increasing the capacity of our entire region to be good stewards of Philadelphia’s 
documentary heritage. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to any of us on the Ad-Hoc Membership 
Committee:

• Celia Caust-Ellenbogen, Swarthmore College, ccauste1@swarthmore.edu, 610-328-8498
• Bayard Miller, American Philosophical Society, bmiller@amphilsoc.org, 215-599-4289 
• Sarah Newhouse, Chemical Heritage Foundation, snewhouse@chemheritage.org, 215-873-8240
• ...or any other officer of the DVAG Planning Committee (roster at 

https://delawarevalleyarchivists.org/officers/) 

mailto:ccauste1@swarthmore.edu
https://delawarevalleyarchivists.org/officers/
mailto:snewhouse@chemheritage.org
mailto:bmiller@amphilsoc.org

